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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Idaho Congressman 
Mike Simpson is encouraging Idahoans to do-
nate their frequent flier miles so American 
troops can come home during their regularly 
scheduled leave.  
 

Under Operation Hero Miles, Idahoans can do-
nate frequent flier miles from most major air-
lines to help troops make the trip home to see 
their families. Currently, soldiers stationed in 
Iraq, who have been granted two weeks of rest 
and relaxation or emergency leave are flown to 
Baltimore-Washington International Airport, 
Atlanta's Hartsfield/Jackson Airport or Dal-
las/Fort Worth by the Department of Defense. 
Troops are then required to pay their own way 
to catch connecting flights to their hometowns 

all across the country. More than 470 troops are arriving in the U.S. each day from Iraq and are 
saddled with the high cost of purchasing last minute tickets.  
 

“Many of us have frequent flier miles that we can’t always use, but our troops can. By pooling 
our resources, troops can visit their families without feeling the financial pinch of having to buy 
an airline ticket once they arrive in the United States,” Simpson said. “Our troops are involved 
in dangerous and courageous work in Iraq and Afghanistan; the least we can do is help them 
get home for some R and R.”  
 

Maryland Congressman Dutch Ruppersberger started Operation Hero Miles after many solders 
were stranded at airports without means to make the additional journey home. With 130,000 
troops in Iraq, it would take close to 3.2 trillion miles to fly each man and woman home. Con-
gressman Simpson and his staff gladly donated 50,000 frequent flier miles to Operation Hero 
Miles. To learn more check out Congressman Simpson’s website at 
http://www.house.gov/simpson and click on the Operation Hero Miles link or go to 
http://www.heromiles.org.  

A soldier from the Alpha Company, 1st 325 Airborne In-
fantry Regiment, fires his weapon at different targets dur-
ing the squad tactics course at Kursah Range, Iraq, Oct. 
18, 2003. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Stacy L. Pearsall) 

Donate Frequent Flier Miles to Help Our Troops 
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Weekly Website 

Idaho History Quiz 

Federal Facts 

Quote of the Week 
“Success: To laugh often and 

much, to win the respect of intelli-
gent people and the affection of 

children, to earn the appreciation 
of honest critics and endure the 

betrayal of false friends, to appre-
ciate beauty, to find the best in 
others, to leave the world a bit 

better, whether by a healthy child, 
a garden patch, or a redeemed so-
cial condition; to know even one 
life has breathed easier because 
you have lived. This is to have 

succeeded.”  
— Ralph Waldo Emerson 

There are over 136,500 veter-
ans living in Idaho. That is 15% 
of the state’s total population.  

What is the name of the  location 
where travelers on the Oregon 
Trail crossed the Snake River? 

 

Congratulations to John Fleischer 
of Boise who was the first to cor-

rectly answer that the movie, 
“Dante’s Peak” was filmed in  

Wallace, Idaho. 

Delegation Votes for 
Iraq Funding 

WASHINGTON, DC - Idaho Senators Larry Craig and 
Mike Crapo and Representative Mike Simpson voted 
today to approve an $87.5 billion supplemental ap-
propriations bill to provide the necessary funding to 
support our troops and aid in the rebuilding of Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  
 
“The simple fact is the sooner we get Iraq's economy 
stabilized, its hospitals and schools functioning, and 
its citizens in control of their own destiny, the 
sooner we'll be able to bring our troops home,” said 
Representative Mike Simpson, a member of the 
House Appropriations Committee.  “We all know the 
major news stories out of Iraq are focusing on our 
remaining challenges and the tragic loss of life.  
What the American public doesn't see, however, is 
the tremendous progress that has already been 
made and the way in which the Iraqi people are re-
turning to their daily lives with new hope for the fu-
ture.  Most importantly, this funding will help pro-
tect our troops, improve their quality of life, and 
contribute to efforts to bring them home as quickly 
as possible.” 
 
“This important funding is not only critical to the 
support of our brave men and women in uniform, it 
is also critically needed to help build a safe and de-
mocratic society for the peoples of Iraq and Afghani-
stan,” said Senator Larry Craig, a member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee.  “Most important, 
this funding is an investment in the future security 
of the Middle East and the security of our home-
land.  I look forward to this support getting to our 
troops as soon as possible.” 
 
Senator Crapo said, “Our brave men and women in 
uniform, State Department officials, relief workers, 
and others are engaged in delicate and dangerous 
work to secure and rebuild Iraq and Afghanistan.  
By passing this legislation, Congress demonstrates 
its firm and unwavering commitment to these im-
portant goals.  I look forward to the Administration’s 
continuing efforts to build the international coalition 
and contributions it has already secured to restore 
peace, establish democracy, and foster economic 
growth in these troubled regions.” 

Time for a flu shot? Every-
thing you need to know about 
getting the shot and the flu. 
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/flu/ 

default.htm 
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Washington, D.C. — The House Judiciary, Courts Subcommittee Idaho Senator Larry Craig, 
who serves on the Subcommittee on Military Construction of the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, and Senator Mike Crapo, along with Representative Mike Simpson, a House Appropria-
tions Committee member, and Representative C.L. "Butch" Otter, announced full Senate and 
House support for a number of military construction projects in Idaho.   
 
The projects were included in the FY 2004 Military Construction Appropriations bill Conference 
report, which passed the House of Representatives last week and the Senate today.  Projects in-
clude military family housing construction, additions to a fitness center, new barracks, and new 
construction of a 726 Air Control Squadron Complex at Mountain Home Air Force Base. 
 
“I am grateful that this bill includes vitally important resources for Idaho such as the fitness 
center upgrades and improved family housing at Mountain Home Air Force Base," said Con-
gressman Mike Simpson. “The existing fitness center was built more than 40 years ago and is in 
great need of repair and the family housing is part of an ongoing effort to improve housing on 
the base.  Both of these projects are important to improving the quality of life and readiness of 
the airmen and women based at Mountain Home.” 
 
“These additions and improvements to our two bases in Idaho will be of great benefit to the men 
and women of the Air Force and their families,” Senator Craig said.  “Our troops deserve the 
most up-to-date facilities, equipment, and housing in order to carry out their important mis-
sions.  I am very pleased with the funding secured through this bill and believe it reaffirms Con-
gress’ and the Administration's long-term commitment to Mountain Home Air Force Base and 
Gowen Field.”  
 
This bill would provide the following: 
 
• $37 million for the fifth phase of replacement family housing of 186 units at Mountain Home 
Air Force base. 
• $9.8 million for new special operations, AGE/Vehicle Maintenance, supply storage facilities, 
renovation of the radar maintenance facility, and improvements to the Tech pad and radio tower 
for the 726 Air Control Squadron Complex at Mountain Home Air Force Base. 
• $5.337 million for construction and renovations for the fitness center at Mountain Home Air 
Force base.  According to the Air Force's own evaluations, the center at Mountain Home is the 
third worst in the United States.  Funding will go towards meeting Air Force standards and re-
quirements to meet the needs of the 5,054 personnel who use the facility. 
• $1.14 million to replace World War II wooden barracks on Gowen Field with modern battal-
ion sized facilities at the training site.  Both in-state and out-of-state soldiers use Idaho facilities 
for training throughout the year.  The new barracks are designed to provide modernized accom-
modations and co-location of command, control, administration, supply and security functions. 
 
The bill now goes to President Bush for his signature.     

Military Construction Bill Passes House, Senate 
Includes $53 Million for Idaho Projects 
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Idaho Congressmen Mike Simpson and 
C.L. “Butch” Otter joined the 246-180 
House majority on Tuesday in endorsing 
a comprehensive, bipartisan national 
energy policy that will promote conserva-
tion, reduce America’s growing depend-
ence on foreign oil, improve the economy 
and create nearly a million new jobs. 

 
House approval of the House-Senate 
conference report on the Energy Policy 
Act of 2003, H.R. 6, leaves only final 
Senate action this week before the bill 
can be sent to President Bush and 
signed into law.  

 
Simpson and Otter praised Senator 
Larry Craig’s work on the conference 
committee. Senator Craig’s diligence re-
sulted in adoption of a greatly improved 
hydroelectric relicensing process, states 
maintaining the primary role in deciding 
where to put electricity transmission infrastructure, and a provision that will bring a new nu-
clear reactor project to the Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory. 
 
The overall legislation is the product of three years and hundreds of hours of work and debate 
toward bringing the nation’s outdated energy policies into the 21st century. The result will en-
sure all Americans have access to reliable, affordable and cleaner energy for decades to come. A 
more independent America with greater economic security will encourage investment, recapital-
izing of businesses and creation of jobs. 
 
“This bill will help ensure a steady flow of electricity by requiring enforceable, mandatory electric 
reliability standards. At the same time, reliable electricity depends on access to clean-burning 
natural gas – the primary source of heat for over half of U.S. homes and fuel for 90 percent of 
new electric power plants. The energy bill allows for more oil and natural gas exploration and 
development, and it enables construction of a natural gas pipeline from Alaska to the lower 48 
states,” Simpson and Otter said. 
 
“In addition, the bill will decrease our dangerous dependence on unstable Middle East oil.  This 
month marks the 30th anniversary of the OPEC oil embargo that rattled our economy and trig-
gered mile-long lines at gas pumps.  America was 30-percent dependent on foreign oil back 
then.  Today, we are nearly 60-percent dependent.  Along with increasing domestic energy pro-
duction, the energy bill will reduce our foreign oil needs by improving the nation’s energy effi-
ciency standards and increasing renewable and alternative energy use.” 
 

House Approves Landmark Energy Bill 
 

Congressman C.L. “Butch” Otter, Senator Mike Crapo, Ada County 
Highway District Commissioner Sherry R. Huber and Congressman 
Mike Simpson pose in front of one of 21 new Commuteride vans 
purchased with federal funds. 


